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"BEING A STOOGE IS MY

“Going from The

Stooges to calculus
was a tough deal,
let metellya...”

RETIREMENT JOB..

' The strange story of James Williamson:
from The Stooges, to Raw Powerpoint
Presentations - and back again!

HEYLOOKLIKE THE epitome of
rock’n’roll dissolutioninthe
picture on theright. With thebass
guitar foisted upon him, there’s
thelate RonAsheton. Atthefront,
insomeinteresting trousers, Iggy Popand
ScottAsheton. And behind them, who else
but the Vice President Of Technology
Standards with Sony Electronics (retired)?
James Williamson’s journey from The
Stooges, to the corporate moshpit of Silicon
Valley,and back again, is one of the weirder
rock stories of recentyears. Iggy’s decision
| toreconvenethe 1972 Raw Power-era

Stooges, in the wake of Ron Asheton’s death,

| meantdraggingWilliamsonbackfroma
verydifferentlife.

“The Stooges couldn’treally go out
without mebecause theywouldn’tbe The
Stooges,” says Williamson. “Youhad one
Stooge leftand Iggy, so theykind of needed
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me.Isaid, ‘Whatthehell!’ ’'mnotdoing
anything, thisismyretirementjob. Actually
Iamdoingsomething, consulting for Sony
and otherpeople.”

Williamson originally splitfrom Iggyin
1976, returningto collaborate withhimon
the New Valuesand, abortively, Soldier solo
albums. After '76’s Metallic KO, Williamson
remembers, “IggyandIdecided we'd tryto
getanotherrecord deal, and we wrote some
more songs. Wenever did getarecord deal
‘tilmuchlater whenIsold therecordings to

| Bomp, and theyreleaseditas Kill City [1977].

Anyway, Iggywasinbad shape,and
essentiallywe couldn’tgo on. He eventually
wentover to Berlinwith Bowie, and I started
workingasanaudio engineer.

“Butvery quickly, Istarted seeingaround
methebeginnings of the computerwave. I
started gettingmore and more interested in
that.Itgrabbed me as being more exciting

| starthingtoomuch. Aboutsixorseven

| May, butthere’salso Raw Power: The

| realised howthiswhole new generation

| peergroupdidn'twanttoknowaboutit.” ®

thanrock'n’rollhad become.Idecided to go
backto school. Coming frombeinga Stooge
to doing differential equations and calculus
wasatoughdeal, letme tellya, butIdidit.”

Williamsonsoonbecameimmersedinthe
revolutionarybusiness world of Silicon
Valley, “The most exciting thing. I've never
regretteditatall. It'sbeenagreatride. These
guysarebyandlarge nerdsand geeks, they
don’tlisten to The Stooges much. In thelast
dozenyears, when people started finding
outabout that, Ialways got the question
from them, ‘Whydidn'tyoutellusall this
stuff?’ ‘Well, itnever cameup.”

Williamson and Iggy didn't talk at all for 20
yearsafter the Soldiersessions. “Thenwe
started talkingmostly aboutbusiness
things. Wereally haven'tbeen talking
regularlyuntil thisyear.”

Accordingto Williamson, thereactivated
band are now gettingalongjustfine. “We're
allstrong personalities in our ownright, but
Ithinkwe'realso cautious. Let’sjustsay
we'remore mature, and trying not to pick
anyfightswith each other.” There havealso
been “discussions” aboutnewsongs. “I've
gotsomenewriffs thatare
good,” hesays. “Ibelieve
somethingwill come ofit.”

Inthe meantime, thelive
setlistisfocused on Raw
Power, Kill Cityand other
unreleased songs from that
period, whichseemstobe
goingdown prettywell.

“The fanssofarhavebeen
justincredible,” hesays. “It’s
reallykind ofembarrassing,
because'mnotinto therock

songsinto the setin Sao Paolo [on November
71, thiskid tried torush the stageand some
security guysjustgrabbed him, beat the
crap outofhim. That pissed Iggy off,and he
decided, OK, we're gonnado thestage
invasion. So on “Shake Appeal”, he called
‘emallup. I've gotguyskissingmyboots, all
thisshitis goingon!”

IggyAnd The Stooges arrivein the UKin

Masters Edition dueinApril, featuring the
return of Bowie’s original mix. “The Bowie
mixhasbeen offthe market foranumber of
years because of Iggy’s [1997] mix. Bowie’s
mixis ‘unique’, Iguessis the bestway of
puttingit. Werecordeditpoorly. It's quite
possible thereareno decent tapes, and
Bowie did the besthe could. Gottagive the
Devil his due, youknow?
“Iggydidn’'tknowwhathewas doing, but
he always thoughthe did. It came out fine. It
hasaspecial sound, aspecial place,andI
like the songs. ButIwasastonished whenI

reallyloves that music. Inmyera, my own




